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A Note from our Chair 

 

The 12 months covered in this activity report – April 2014 to March 2015 – 
will be remembered as a year of elections in which – according to many 
commentators - the issue of immigration played a central role in deciding 
the outcome. 

It began with elections to the European Parliament in May 2014, and as the 
year drew to a close the campaign for the May 2015 General Election was 
well underway.   

As a charity, MRN cannot seek to influence the debates between the parties but does aim to 
add some light to the often heated and ill-informed political rhetoric by sharing some facts 
and evidence relating to the migrant experience and the actual impact of migration on Britain 
today. 

In the following report, you will see practical examples of how we have advanced our mission 
to support the rights of migrants.   

Our ‘Northern Hustings’ project involved work with community organisations across the 
North West and West and South Yorkshire to test the view that northern England is a hostile 
place for migrants. We found evidence of a more nuanced discussion in local communities, 
with people undoubtedly worried about pressure on vital services but with many also 
resistant to the idea that this was the fault of migrants in their areas. 

We continued our ‘Open Generation’ dialogue with young representatives of the ‘millennial’ 
generation, finding amongst them a large group of people at ease with the diversity that 
existed in their communities, who wanted to see politicians raise the tone of the public debate 
around immigration and diversity. 

In the metropolis beyond the elite, the London Somali Democratic Engagement Project 
provided the opportunity for intensive work with one migrant community to find ways to 
advance its interests through deeper involvement in democratic processes. 

MRN has a reputation for innovation in the areas of public education and campaigning for 
rights.  This report explains what we have achieved in 2014/15, and where we plan to take 
the knowledge we have gained in the future. 

Yours sincerely 

  

 

 

 



 
 

How We Work? 

MRN is working for change in the way immigration is both considered across the swathe of 

public opinion and in the policies which manage the movement of people and their rights to 

live and work in the UK. 

It advocates for a ‘rights-based’ approach to immigration policy.  This requires promoting a 

public conversation that has at its heart the recognition that migration is a normal part of the 

modern world and that policies towards its management should therefore be positive and 

look towards the orderly inclusion of newcomers into the host society.   

For this to happen we need to build on the principle that migrants have rights which need to 

be made explicit in public policy.  These rights include the right to: 

o Equal treatment before the law; 

o Protection from exploitation; 

o  Family and private life; 

o Promote their interests by peaceful and democratic means. 

MRN’s work is needed because the direction of public policy in recent times has swung against 

these rights and is increasing the risk that migrants experience with regard to their place in 

the labour market and other economic activities, their personal and family lives, and their 

place in local communities.  

In the year covered by this activity report we have worked to make the case for the rights of 

migrants with projects that have aimed to: 

o Engage with the practical realities of migration as they impact on local communities 

across the UK; 

o Identify the key messages that come from migrant experiences that need to be 

conveyed into the public debate; 

o Strengthen the capacity for advocacy on the part of migrant community in their 

dealings with policy makers. 
 

This activity report explains how we advanced our work in line with these themes during the 

year 2014-15. 

 

  



 
 

A YEAR OF ELECTIONS 

The public conversation on immigration in the UK was framed by two important national 

elections during the period of this activity report.  The first of these was the election of 

representatives to the European Parliament in May 2014 and the second the UK general 

election in May 2015. 

Immigration played a prominent role in the first of these and a negative narrative on what it 

has meant for the UK played a prominent role in supporting the populist appeal of the UK 

Independence Party, which emerged as the victors on this occasion with the larger share of 

its candidates being elected to the European Parliament than that of its rival parties. 

With the general election one year away, MRN responded to this challenge with projects that 

had the objective of providing platforms for groups and sections of society who wished to 

report a different experience of migration than that which was figuring in the dominant 

account. 

Research into the role that participation in elections played in the lives of migrant 

communities was conducted during the course of the year which was published in January 

2015 as the report Migrant Voters in the General Election 2015. This received wide coverage 

in the national media at the time of publication.  The report helped form what we regarded 

as the key activity strands around which MRN should concentrate its work during the 

forthcoming election campaign.  

The activity strands were constructed around: 

o Local communities with high levels of migrant settlement; 

o Younger age groups (‘Generation Y’ and younger) 

o Specific migrant groups whose voices were likely to be most influential in 

challenging negative viewpoints. 

In addition, we designed a campaign tool which allowed these strands to converge into a 

single campaign –‘Our Vote’ – which aimed to amplify the voices that came from the activity 

strands and increase the sense that a section of public opinion existed which resisted negative 

narratives on migration and was supported a different approach. 

The activities generated under these headings were: 

  



 
 

LOCAL COMMUNITIES –  

‘NORTHERN HUSTINGS’ PROJECT 

 In partnership with the West Yorkshire Racial Justice 

network (JUST West Yorkshire) MRN planned a series of 

activities which brought together groups working across 

the North of England. 

The worked aimed at: 

o Developing a narrative on the impact of 

migration in northern towns and cities which could be 

used by people active in the established racial justice 

networks as well as migrant rights groups; 

o Training on how to use the media to amplify 

these messages; 

o Focus on activity around getting people to let 

their views known to candidates and to use their vote. 

Workshops and election hustings in Leeds provided the focus for this work and encouraged a 

spread of activity across a wider region from Liverpool through to Huddersfield and Wakefield 

during the course of the election campaign. 

 

LONDON NETWORKS 

MRN has strong contacts with migrant support organisations 

across the capital and has been running programmes of 

activity with these groups since 2012.   

During the year being reported on activities were maintained 

which centred the themes of the risks of migrant destitution 

in London and problems created by Home Office 

enforcement policies.  

A strong focus for this work has been the role of the social service departments of local 

councils in meeting their obligations to support migrant families suffering hardship and also 

in providing an interface with Home Office Enforcement aiming at removing people from the 

UK.  During the course of the year we worked with partners to strengthen awareness of the 

dangers in these areas across the whole of London and with concentrated activity in the form 

of awareness-raising local workshops in the boroughs of Lewisham and Haringey. 

Our work in London played a major role in the design of the ‘Our Vote’ campaign which was 

launched in the run-up to the general election.  Using the momentum of networking efforts  



 

 

to build support for ‘Our Day’ celebrations of International Migrants Day during previous 

years, our experiences of campaigning in London were brought into work around election 

activity, forming the basis for the Manifesto on Immigration and Integration which brought 

together all the themes MRN promoted during the 2015 general election. 

 

MOBILISING YOUTH VOICES – 

‘OPEN GENERATION’ 

The Open Generation project was run for the second 

successive year.  Its centrepiece was a ‘Festival of Ideas’ 

event held across two days in April 2015. 

The project mentored 18 young people in producing 

creative works involving video, photography and spoken 

word around issues concerning migration.  The outcome 

of this work then formed the basis for two days of 

exhibition, performance and discussion with audiences from the Open Generation age group. 

Social media was used to broaden the engagement with the project, using a website and 

twitter feeds to get the theme of young views on migration across to a larger audience. 

Taking place in the weeks immediately before general election polling day the activity fed into 

the ‘Our Vote’ campaign that was running parallel to Open Generation. 

Amongst the outcomes of this project is the following: 

o We developed strong new partnerships with Autograph ABP, Counterpoints 

Arts, Poetry Society, #migrantscontribute campaign, VInspired and Citizens UK. 

This enabled us to develop a much extended programme, due to in kind 

contributions from all of them.  

o We continued to increase our Twitter presence, generating 46,700 twitter 

impressions on the month leading to the Festival.  

o During the Festival there were around 500 tweets using our hashtag 

#opengen2015 

o A total of 380 attended the Festival, 90% were under 25. 

o We captured written feedback from 75 attendees. 

o The event was festival was covered by BBC London and BBC Arabic. 

 

http://www.opengeneration.org.uk/festival2015/


 

 

LONDON SOMALI DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT PROJECT 

This pilot project gave MRN the opportunity to engage in a deeper conversation with the 

Somali community in London by working in partnership with a group of young Somalis 

associated with Worldwide Somali Students and Professionals – a network of people from 

that community involved in activities supporting their ethnic group. 

Using an activity template intrinsic to much of MRN’s work the project worked with a group 

of 10 young Somalis, taking them through a training camp on community organisation and 

networking, a research phase, focus group discussion, and a final public event in which the 

project group presented what they believed were key issues that concerned their community 

and its life in Britain. 

The project affirmed the value of engagement with democratic processes for the group of 

young people involved in its work.  I encouraged them to think of the steps that needed to be 

taken to ensure that the voice of a community which figures amongst the most socially 

disadvantaged in the UK could be heard more clearly and win influence amongst wider 

networks.   

In common with all of MRN’s work during the current year the project fed into ‘Our Vote’ 

activity around the general election campaign. 

 

EUROPEAN UNION MIGRANTS COMMUNICATION PROJECT 

This was established with the aim of picking up issues 

which arose from European Union free movement issues 

emerging from the elections to the European Parliament in 

May 2014 and leading into the general election in May 

2015. 

Structured around a mentoring project for EU nationals 

in the UK who wanted to give their account for the 

reasons for EU migration to the UK, the project worked 

with a group of 20 individuals from a range of countries. In working with this group the project 

aimed to create opportunities for significant media interventions.  The aim was to improve 

the quality of public discussions through greater coverage of the experiences and outlooks of 

the EU migrants themselves during the period January – May 2015.  

The project was able to demonstrate what it could be achieved by taking a planned, strategic 

approach to the task of ensuring the representation of migrant voices.  The viewpoints of the 

project group were featured in over 20 separate items of national news coverage during the 

period of the election campaign as well as a large number of regional news item mainly by 

way of BBC local radio. 



 
 

 ‘OUR VOTE’ 

MRN’s most significant activity during the past year has been its ‘Our Vote’ campaign, already 

mentioned several times in this report.  

‘Our Vote’ followed MRN’s commitment to a network approach 

to campaigning work.  This means working to develop projects 

which other groups will want to participate in and make 

resources they have access to available to achieve its 

objectives. 

The outline of the ‘Our Vote’ campaign was presented to our 

2014 national summit event which brings together 

representatives of migrant support groups from across the UK.  On that occasion the groups 

agreed to support an initiative that would assist in the tasks of lobbying candidates for 

election in May 2015 by putting an agreed set of demands which were intended to secure fair 

treatment for migrants in Britain.   

The campaign had five essential elements:   

o A ‘migrant manifesto’ setting out ‘six changes we need to bring fairness into 

immigration policy’; 

o A website to report on the campaign; 

o A tool for identifying candidates standing for election across all of the UK 

constituencies; 

o A letter template to assist people in writing to the candidates; 

o A programme of meetings across the UK to promote activity around these features. 

The campaign was launched at the start of the official election campaign with all these 

features available. By the date of the election candidates in 49% of Parliamentary 

constituencies had received letters from supporters of the campaign calling for greater 

fairness for migrants. 

 

‘WE ARE FAMILY’ CAMPAIGN 

Allied to MRN’s work in finding ways to report on hardship caused to migrants by official 

policy is the ‘We Are Family’, or Divided Family Campaign, which MRN has played a leading 

role in since the summer of 2012. 

This project seeks to draw attention to the position of families divided by the immigration 

rules because of an earnings requirement which is beyond the means of many people on 

modest to average incomes to meet.  The outcome of this is years of prolonged family 

separation for tens of thousands of people who, though legally resident in the UK are barred 

being from being joined by partners, children and elderly dependents. 



 

This work has continued during the past year.  A website and social media feed keeps 

supporters update on all important news and plays the key role in organising a public event 

in July to make the anniversary of the rules coming into force. 

The campaign is currently gearing itself to the outcome of a human rights appeal which is 

expected to be heard in the Supreme Court during the first few months of 2016.  

 

WORK WITH PARLIAMENT 

It is a fundamental part of MRN’s mission to bring issues that concern migrant communities 

in the UK to the attention of the Parliamentarians who are responsible for drafting and 

agreeing policies and regulations. 

MRN continues to provide secretarial support to the All-Party Parliamentary Group on 

Migration.  It works with the Group’s officers, who are Members of Parliament or Peers in the 

House of Lords.  It assists the Group in organising a programme of meetings which provides 

opportunities for MPs and peers to meet with stakeholders with an interest in the various 

aspects of immigration policy. 

During the past year much of these discussions have been driven by issues raised during the 

election campaign and the subsequent plans of the new government for fresh legislation.   

The themes of these discussions can be view on the website of the APPG.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVISM 

MRN is perhaps best well-known for the issues and 

discussions it promotes on its 

website and through its social media 

feeds. 

The MRN website is the most visited 

website dedicated to migration 

issues in the UK.  It receives over  

40,000 unique hits each month.  Blog 

and news items appearing on the website are consolidated into an email newsletter that goes 

out to over 7000 subscribers every Monday afternoon.  

Its twitter feed, @migrants_rights, with over 17,200 followers is the largest for any group 

promoting news and discussion about immigration policy.  The MRN Facebook fan page adds 

to this reach with nearly 8,000 followers. 

 

 

http://www.appgmigration.org.uk/
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/files/publications/Migrant_Voters_2015_paper.pdf


 

TAKING NETWORKING SERIOUSLY 

MRN sees itself as a ‘network of networks’ and pursues a strategy which aims to link up the 

tens of thousands of people in the UK who are concerned with the way the immigration 

debate is going and who want to do something about it. 

Our activities in the next year, as they have been in previous times, will be continue to be 

geared towards building and strengthening links and setting out the best lines of action that 

can draw people into support for change to immigration policy. 

Though the challenge is great we are encouraged the growth in outspoken support for human 

policies without regard to refugees which saw tens of thousands of people demonstrating on 

the streets of towns and cities across the summer of 2015.   

There has also been an increase in awareness that government policies increase the 

vulnerability of migrants in many areas of social life, exposing them to the dangers of 

exploitation in the workplace and destitution in the community. 

MRN will be applying all it has learnt during the projects described above to the task of 

deepening the involvement of people who support the rights of migrants in activities that 

continue to advance the case for change. 

 

  



 
 

Our Finances 2014/15 

 

INCOME 2014/15 

 

 

 

EXPENDITURE 2014/15 

 

  



 
 

Our Trustees, Volunteers and Funders 

 

Our work is only made possible through the generous contribution of our funders, volunteer and the 

ongoing support of our Trustees. 

MRN Board of Trustees

Wayne Farah- Chair    

Arten Llazari- Vice-Chair    

Jeff Prescott- Treasurer   

Debebe Legasse 

Mohit Venkataram 

Fizza Qureshi 

Nazek Ramadan 

Sofi Taylor

 

Like many organisations working in the civil society sector, MRN depends on collaboration 

with people who provide their support on a voluntary basis.   This includes the 35 people who 

produced blogs for the 'Migration Pulse' section of our website, the team who worked as a part of our 

'Migrant Voices' project during the European Parliament elections and the UK general election, the 

young people who gave up their time to make 'Open Generation' a great success, and the Somali 

community activists who worked on the Democratic Engagement Project.  

We cannot stress sufficiently the value of the contribution made by these colleagues and friends to 

our work and how much it is appreciated by the MRN staff team and the Board of Trustees. 

Our Staff 

The staff strengthen MRN’s activities, through their dedication to the projects and research they lead 

on 

o Don Flynn- Director 

o Alan Anstead- UKREN Coordinator 

o Sofia Roupakia- London Project Manager 

o Alan Ali- Communications Consultant 

o Clara Dublanc- Youth Project Lead 

o Alina Muller- Policy Consultant 

o Leah Cowan- UKREN Intern 

o Temitope Oyelere- Finance Administrator 

o Maria Gomez- Orozco- Finance Administrator (Maternity Cover) 

 

Past Staff (2015) 

o Ruth Grove-White 

o Awale Olad 

o Momtaz Rahman 

o Jan Brulc 

o Maryam Pasha  


